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verses quoted in Bbasa's name by subsequent writers. The common traits offered as Bhasa's patents are found in some others' works also. Words and idioms peculiar to South India, and especially to Malabar can be traced out in these plays, and all the manuscripts of the 13 plays have been found only in Malabar. On these grounds, some critics have argued that many of these plays might have been composed by some anonymous poet in the reign of King Narasimhavarma Pallavaofthe later 7th and early 8th century A. D.. who bore the title of Rajasimha, that they might have been taken to Malabar after the fall of the Pallavas and later re-written and adopted by the professional actors of Malabar to suit their needs and that the 13 plays which constitute the Bhasa Nataka Chakra represent the Malabar version which may be assigned to the 10th century A. D. Among many others, Mahamahopadhyaya Kuppuswami Sastri, one of the greatest Sanskritists of our generation, has expounded this view.
So far, thirteen plays, generally known as Bhasa Nataka Chakra or the Trivandram plays, on account of the place of their first publication, have been brought to light. Of these, four are based on popular tales of romance, six derive their plots from the Maha-bharata, two from the Ramayana and one deals with the story of Krishna.
The Pratijnayangandharayana and the Svapaa-yasaVadatfa are two twin plays dealing with the love